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GLOBAL FREE ZONES
‘OF THE FUTURE 2012/13



PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release 


Dubai Airport Free Zone is awarded the title of ‘Global Free Zone of the Future’

Dubai Airport Free Zone (Dafza), has been crowned fDi Magazine’s Global Free Zone of the Future in our 2012/13 ranking.

Dafza, established in 1996 and located in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), has moved from second place in the 2010/2011 ranking to claim the top spot. In addition to assessing the best free zones around the globe, fDi magazine also ranked the best airport and the best port zones. Dafza, which considers itself to be the fastest growing free zone in the Middle East, also took the top spot in the ‘Best Airport Zones’ ranking.

Dafza impressed the independent judging panel for variety of reasons. It has excellent transportation links and a clear focus on attracting FDI. The zone only registers foreign companies and has more than 1,300 operational presently. Dafza also has an increasing environmental awareness and is implementing ‘green buildings’ and an International Organisation for Standardisation energy management system.
The second position in the Global Free Zone of the Future ranking goes to UAE-based Dubai International Financial Centre, a newcomer to the ranking. China-based Shanghai Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone (WFTZ), the champion of the 2010 /11 ranking, moved into third place.

Oher highlights include:
· Zones from the Middle East - in particular the UAE - dominated the rankings, with 23 of the top 50 zones coming from the Middle East region and 14 of them from the UAE alone

· Other locations in the top 10 Global Free Zone of the Future ranking are Iskandar (Malaysia), DuBiotech (UAE), Tanger Free Zone (Morocco), Freeport of Ventspils (Latvia), The Clark Freeport Zone (Philippines), Chittagong Export Processing Zone (Bangladesh) and Dubai Media City (UAE)
· In addition to Dafza, Tanger Free Zone, The Clark Freeport Zone, Mauritius Freeport (Mauritius), Salalah Free Zone (Oman) and Bahrain International Airport (Bahrain) have also been ranked at the top of the ‘Best Airport Zones’ ranking.
· Tanger Free Zone took the top spot in the ‘Best Port Zones’ ranking, followed by Freeport of Ventspils, Mauritius Freeport, Khalifa Bin Salman Port (Bahrain) and the Salalah Free Zone
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Notes to editors

About fDi Global Free Zones of the Future 2012/13

· Methodology: More than 600 free zones across 120 countries were invited by fDi Magazine to complete a survey requesting both qualitative and quantitative data regarding their free zones. The information collected was set under five categories: incentives, facilities, cost-effectiveness, transportation and best FDI promotion. A total of 56 zones submitted details regarding many aspects of their zones and they were judged and scored by an independent judging panel.
· Full results available on www
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About fDi Intelligence

· fDi Intelligence, a division of The Financial Times Ltd, is the largest FDI centre of excellence globally. Specialising in all areas relating to foreign direct investment and investment promotion, the full suite of services includes: location advertising to generate brand awareness; industry-leading intelligence tools to develop FDI strategies and identify potential investors; and tailored FDI events and investor roundtables to meet target companies and generate business leads. To find out how these services could be of benefit, email dino.ribeiro@ft.com.
· Products within the portfolio include fDi
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About The Financial Times

· The Financial Times, one of the world’s leading business news organisations, is recognised internationally for its authority, integrity and accuracy. Providing extensive news, comment and analysis, FT.com is the definitive home for business intelligence on the web, providing an essential source of news, comment, data and analysis for the global business community.
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